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Background

Since 2005 the School of Medicine, University of Leeds have been using an e-portfolio system to facilitate reflective practice and Personal Development Planning (PDP). The e-portfolio, known as the Progress File, was previously available for students to keep a reflective diary, reflect after assessments and be used as part of their appraisals. However there was as lack of student engagement and only 45% of students made an entry into the system. 
Evaluation showed that a lack of tutor engagement was having an impact on how students used the e-portfolio. Expectations were unclear as different tutors gave different instructions and students highlighted the importance of audience and relevance.
In 2010 the School of medicine launched a new curriculum for their MBChB (Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery) course. This provided a valuable opportunity to simultaneously launch a fully embedded e-portfolio curriculum and investigate the impact of this on student learning and tutor practices. The School also launched a large scale mobile learning project with years 4 and 5, which the e-portfolio forms central part of.  
This case study will outline the use of e-portfolio learning throughout the Leeds MBChB curriculum and go on to discuss some of the preliminary findings from our evaluation. We will focus on some of the more innovative uses of the Progress File including:

· Widening the audience - using the Progress File to facilitate meaningful patient and public involvement. This has been evaluated from the point of view of the patients and carers involved. 
· Aiding passport assessment. 
· Identifying students in difficulty.
· Embedding the use of e-portfolio learning into teaching practices.

· Linking evidence collection (assessments and blog entries) with the use of mobile devises.
Objectives
By fully embedding e-portfolio learning throughout the curriculum we aim to:

· Improve student engagement with the Progress File.
· Improve tutor understanding of student engagement with e-portfolio learning.
· Develop how tutors interact with e-portfolio learning.
· Create a space to evidence both formal and informal learning and improve PDP.
Results

It is now compulsory for year 1 students to use the e-portfolio as part of passport assessment and tutors on two strands of the course now use the e-portfolio to provide feedback to students. In years 4 and 5, where the course is largely practice based, curriculum managers also use the e-portfolio to monitor progress through work based exercises. 
Evaluation of the new curriculum is ongoing. We are currently collecting data and will present findings on student usage and impact on learning.  Early findings show that all students (n=245) who are part of the new MBChB curriculum have now made at least one entry into the progress file.    
Learning

Integration – e-Portfolio learning must be seen as an integral part of the curriculum rather than a bolt on. It is important that it is associated with all aspects of learning rather than being isolated to one part of the course. 

Training and development - Adequate training and ongoing support are needed for students and staff, both in terms of technology and pedagogy. In the case of staff this support is needed both at a strategic level, with course managers and module leads, and with tutors who interact with students more regularly and may provide the audience.
Audience – Think creatively about who the audience should be for different tasks. Who is best placed to give feedback? This is a two way process as the audience may also benefit from the extra knowledge about students which e-portfolio entries can provide. When and how presentation points take place also needs to be carefully thought out to allow maximum impact on student learning and PDP.
Student Support –The e-portfolio provided a useful mechanism for identifying students in difficulty early in their studies. It is important that systems are in place for when students in need of support are identified.

Assessment – Using exercises as evidence towards compulsory assessments can help engagement and encourages students to also record more informal learning. 
